
Educational Attainment 2017 for Scrutiny

1.0 PURPOSE OF PAPER

1.1 This paper provides information to Scrutiny about pupil outcomes for all key 
stages for Cumbria in 2017.

2.0 BACKGROUND

2.1 In 2016, pupil outcomes for Cumbria in all key stages were lower than 
national outcomes, with particular issues relating to a widening gap in the 
proportion of pupils achieving a good level of development (GLD) in the Early 
Years, the performance of disadvantaged pupils in all key stages, a dip in 
attainment in Key Stage 2, particularly in writing, and progress at Key Stage 4.  

2.2 The CASL plan for improvement was completely revised in autumn 2016, led 
by the Learning Improvement Service to ensure a much greater focus on pupil 
achievement, with more measurable key performance indicators.  Data sets, 
data sharing and pupil outcome forecasting have been significantly improved 
and actions have been driven by CASL priority groups.  This has had a 
positive impact on pupil achievement in 2017, with recognition across the 
CASL partnership that this improvement needs to be sustained throughout the 
three year period of the CASL plan.

2.3 During the academic year 2016-2017, there were a total of 82 Ofsted 
inspections in Cumbria.  Outcomes have been monitored closely by CASL 
and outcomes overwhelmingly matched predictions, with exceptions being 
linked to safeguarding judgements.  The degree to which all schools are 
known to be fully Ofsted ready is currently being evaluated, particularly for 
light touch schools in the county.

3.0 PUPIL OUTCOMES

Early Years
3.1 In Early Years, Foundation Stage Profile headline results show that the 

proportion achieving a ‘good level of development’ has increased from 65% to 
69% in Cumbria.  Nationally, the proportion achieving the benchmark has 
increased from 69% to 71%.

2013
% 

GLD

2014
% 

GLD

2015
% 

GLD

2016
% 

GLD

2017
% 

GLD

Cumbria 49.7 58.6 62.8 64.9 69

National 51.7 60.4 66.3 69.3 71

Cumbria/National 
Difference -2.0 -1.8 -3.5 -4.4 -2



3.2  Cumbria has increased at a faster rate than the national and has narrowed the 
gap this year, reversing a widening gap trend.  The CASL plan target for year 
two is to achieve outcomes in line with the national in 2018.

Key Stage 1

3.3 In Phonics, 79% of pupils achieved the standard, compared with 81% 
nationally.

3.4 Key Stage 1 (KS1) results have improved for all subjects between 2016 and 
2017.  The reading, writing and maths combined results have improved by 9% 
(up from 51% to 60%).  The largest individual subject increase was in writing – 
up from 57% to 64%.  Nationally, results have improved in all subjects as well, 
but not as significantly as in Cumbria.  Cumbria has narrowed the gap to the 
national in all subjects.

3.5 Cumbria is still below the national in all subjects in KS1.  For reading, writing 
and maths, Cumbria’s results are 4% below those of the country as a whole, 
for reading they are 2% below, for writing 4% below and for maths 2% points 
below.

3.6 The disadvantaged gap in Key Stage 1 is higher in all areas than the national 
gap (see Key Stage 1 table 2).

Key Stage 1 table 1

Cumbria 2016-2017 National 2016-2017

All 
Pupils
2016

All 
Pupils
2017

Change
2016-
2017

All Pupils
2016

All 
Pupils 
2017

Change
2016-
2017

Reading, Writing, 
Maths Combined 

#
51.3 59.5 +8.2 60.3 63.7 +3.4

Reading 69.2 73.3 +4.1 74.0 75.5 +1.5

Writing 56.7 64.2 +7.5 65.5 68.2 +2.7

Mathematics 66.6 72.8 +6.2 72.6 75.1 +2.5



Key Stage 1 table2

Cumbria Disadvantaged Gap 2017

Cumbria 
Disadvantaged

2017

National Non-
Disadvantaged

2017

Cumbria 
Difference to 
National Non-

Disadvantaged

National 
Difference to 

Non-
Disadvantaged

All subjects 
(RWM) 42.9 67.3 -24.4 -18.6

Reading 58.0 78.8 -20.8 -16.0

Writing 47.3 71.7 -24.4 -17.9

Mathematics 56.1 78.4 -22.3 -16.5



Key Stage 2

3.7 On the main measure of percentage achieving the expected standards in 
reading, writing and maths, 61.1% achieved the benchmark in Cumbria - 
equivalent to the country as a whole (61.1%).  This is a significant 
improvement from last year – up 10% compared to an 8% increase nationally.  
Reading test results in Cumbria (73.3%) exceed those of the country as a 
whole (71.5%) by nearly 2 percentage points.  Cumbria increased by 5 points 
and the national by 6 points.

3.8 The writing results have improved substantially over the year and now exceed 
the national by 0.8 percentage points.  Cumbria’s results increased by 7.2 
points compared with a national increase of just 2.4 points.

3.9 Maths test results were lower in Cumbria (73.5%) than nationally (74.9%) by 
1.4 percentage points.  However, results in Cumbria increased by 6.3 points 
over the year compared with 5.1 points nationally.

3.10 Spelling, punctuation & grammar results in Cumbria (75.8%) were also below 
national (76.9%), by 1 percentage point.  However, as with maths, the rate of 
improvement in Cumbria (+5.6 points) was above the national (+4.4 points).

3.11 Girls outperformed boys in all subjects apart from maths, where the results 
were equivalent.  As with KS1, the largest gap was for writing (70.5% for boys 
and 84.4% for girls).

3.12 Progress in reading in Cumbria between KS1 and KS2 is equivalent to the 
national progress.  However, there is a discrepancy between the progress of 
boys (-0.2) and girls (+0.2).  Progress in writing in Cumbria is also broadly 
equivalent to the national (+0.09).  This is a significant improvement on last 
year’s progress score (-0.91).  The discrepancy between boys and girls is 
more marked for writing than for reading (-0.7 for boys and +1.0 for girls).

3.13 Maths progress in Cumbria (-0.76) is, however, below the national and is 
equivalent to the progress score from last year (-0.88).  The progress for boys 
is equivalent to the national, whereas last year it was below, but the progress 
for girls this year is -1.57, compared with -1.41 in 2016.



3.14 The proportion of disadvantaged pupils achieving the expected standard 
increased significantly in all subjects over the last year.  On the combined 
measure of reading, writing and maths, the disadvantaged pupils achieving 
the benchmark increased from 35.0% to 48.2%, up by 13.2 percentage points.  
Although there were increases in the performance of disadvantaged pupils 
nationally in all subjects, the rate of increase in Cumbria was greater than the 
national in all cases. This means that, in 2017, disadvantaged pupils now 
outperform their national peers in all subjects, but particularly in reading (3% 
higher).

Key Stage 4

3.16 Provisional results from the DfE show that the proportion of children achieving 
passes in English (Grade 4+ under the 2017 system and Grade C+ under last 
year’s system) has increased for both all pupils (up from 73.8% to 76.6%) 
and, particularly, for disadvantaged pupils (up from 47% to 56.7%).  For Maths 
at C+/Grade 4+, the increase is lower (up from 69.7% last year to 71.0 % this 
year for all pupils, and up from 43.0% to 47.3% for disadvantaged pupils).

3.17 For English, the proportion achieving higher grades increased by nearly 3 
percentage points for all pupils and over 4 percentage points for 
disadvantaged pupils.  For maths the proportion of all pupils achieving the 
higher grades is broadly similar to last year (up 0.8 percentage points) and the 
proportion of disadvantaged pupils has increased from 5% to 7.0%.

3.18 The proportion of all pupils achieving Grade 4+ or C+ in English & maths 
combined increased from 63.3% to 65.2% this year.  For disadvantaged 
pupils, the proportion achieving the benchmark increased substantially from 
35.7% to 40.5% (up 4.8 percentage points).   



A Level

3.19 The percentage of A’ Level students who achieved 1 or more (98%), 2 or 
more (95%) and 3 or more (87%) passes at Level 3 and equivalent grades is 
broadly the same as in 2016. 

3.20 For A’ Level qualifications only, those achieving one or more passes at grades 
A*-E was 92% (slightly down on last year’s figure of 95%). The percentage of 
A’ Level entries graded at A*-B and A*-E grades is also slightly below last 
year’s figure.

Key Priorities for further improvement

 To further improve the percentage of pupils achieving a good level of 
development in the early years so that Cumbria is in line with the national

 To accelerate achievement in Key Stage 1
 To further diminish disadvantaged differences in all key Stages
 To address regional variations in GCSE outcomes, with a particular focus on 

Western Coastal area
 To improve the progress made by girls in mathematics in the primary phase


